The Doctrine of a particular Providence ſlated, 
confirmed, defended and applied. 
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Ps A L. XXXIII. 135 145 28 


The Lord looketh from Heaven; He 
beholdeth all the Sons of Men. From 
the Place of his Habitation He looketh 

upon all the Inhabitants of the Earth. 
He faſhioneth their Hearts alike ; He 
co nent all their Works, 


HIS is the magnificent and g 
Deſcription, by an inſpired Writer, 
of the moſt important Truth in it- 

ſelf that can be deſcribed and incul- 

cated, the Divine Superintendance over ' all 

Creatures, the univerſal Direction of their 

State, and Inſpection of their Conduct. The 

Diſtance by which the Supreme Author of 

All is removed from the Sight of Mortals, 

does not exclude them from hrs Sight, nor is 

Any One of them fo inconſiderable as to fail 

of his Protection, or eſcape: his Obſervation. 

From the celeſtial Regions He ſees and re- 

candy. all the un and moral Good and Evil 
X A that 


F5 


that paſſes on the Earth, nor does the Diſ- 
tinction of their Stations, or Variety of-their 
intellectual Endowments, make them more 
or leſs the Objects of his Care, or Subjects of 
his judicial Regard. . The Lord. looketh from 
Heaven; He beholdeth all the Sons of Men. 
From the Place of bis Habitation He looketh 
upon all the Inhabitants of the Earth. He fa- 
ioneth their Hearts alike, that is, They are 
alike his Creatures, who is the Father of all 
Spirits; They are equally the Work of his 
Hands, and therefore He has an equal Regard 
to theirs. He conſidereth all their Mays. 
It is a plain Declaration of the Reality and 
Univerſality of the Divine Providence, extend- 
ing itſelf to the Care of Þndiv:duals, watching 
over the Condition and Behaviour of Every 
One of the Sons of Men, obſerving both _ 
State and their Application of it. 
But is not This One of the myſterious — 
trines of Revelation? Is it evident by our na- 
tural Ligbt? Or does our natural Light ſub- 
ſeribe to it when revealed? Are there not in- 
ſuperable Difficulties in the Notion of a par- 
ticular Providence ? and can à notional} Ner- 
plexity direct or influence our Practice? Can 
We believe that God, an infinitely wiſe; p] 
afl, 1 doth jo humble Hin 
falf 


C2 
| felf as to behold the Things that are done in 
Earth? and ſo minutely, as to obſerve the Con- 
duct, and watch over the Wants of Indivi- 
duals, ſo as to ſuit his Diſpenſations towards 
them to their Deportment and Obedience to 
Him? What did the anenligbtned Reaſon of 
Mankind determine upon this Article, before 
They had the Advantage of a Divine Revela- 
tion? Or vrhat can it anſwer, upon a ſtricter 
Scrutiny, now it is ſo much farther n 
e eee As kr 
Now the Truth of the Caſe will appear to 
= be in this as in many other Inſtances, that 
Men ſet out with right Notions at firſt, and 
that theſe were gradually corrupted by Spe- 
culations, and Science falſely fo called; inſo- 
much that Thoſe who were leaſt given to 
Argument, often retained moſt of the primi- 
_ tive Faith. It appears by every Examination 
of every Subject, that Men were originally 
taught their Duty, before They reaſoned it 
out,” by the Strength of their own natural Aa- 
cloſely to early Inſtruction, were better ground- 
et in fundamental Doctrines, confirmed by 
ſubſequent Reyelations, than Thoſe who de- 
pended moſt on the Strength of their naturd/ 
7 Not that Right Reaſon is, or wass or 


A 2 ever 


[4] 
ever could. be, diſtinct from, or oppoſite to 
Duty; but that Unerring Reaſon is not the 
Gift of Man; that the Uſe of the rational 
Faculty is One of the principal Articles of 
Probation in a rational Creature, that Reaſon 
already corrupted by Super ſtitioms, ſunk in Judo- 
latries, and biaſſed by Immoralities, (which 


was at the beſt, the Caſe of the Heatben 


World) was not only liable to, but inclined to 
Error; — and that, even now, Difficulties may 
be raiſed by ingenious ſpeculative Men upon 
every Subject, to which, without authoritative 
Inſtruction, We are not qualified to give 4 
competent and full Anſwer, and may loſe 
Sight of the capital Argument under a; View 
of the Intricacies attending it. 
This is eminently the Caſe in che Subject 
before Us. A particular Providence has been 
generally believed in all Nations or Ages, 
ſeems to have been implanted in Us by the 
Author of our Nature. The Readineſs with 
which Every intelligent Creature applies in 
Diſtreſs to the Fountain of all Being, is an 
Acknowledgment of his Paternal Care of and 
Superintendance over all Individuals. A late 
Noble Writer makes this important Conbeſ 
fion, even whilſt He is ridiculing the Notion 
— 55 of 
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of it, that Every Individual deems Himſelf 
* worthy to be a © particular Object "of: the 
Divine Care.“ And elſewhere He ſeemed 
to think it Wit or Argument on the fame Sub- 
ject to obſerve; that · Many an Old Woman 
is ready to relate the particular Providences 
that attended Her and hers.” + Certainly This 
is a preſumptive Proof of the Truth of a Notion 
ſo univerſally eſtabliſned. It requires no great 
Vnderſtanding or improved Capacity to find 
out or feel our Dependance upon our Maker; 
nor, if it did, would a contemptuous Expreſ- 
ſion prove that That was the peculiar Privi- 
lege of any particular Age or Sex. If Thoſe 
of the greateſt Experience as well as Thoſe 
who are but entering on the Scene of Life, do 
with one Voice own the Guidance of a ſu- 
preme Dijſpoſer of all Events, This unanimous 
Teſtimony,” far from a Prejudice againſt it, is 

a ſtrong Evidence that the God of Nature has 
called Us to Himſelf by x Kind of iaſtinctive 
Diſpoſition from the Birth to the Grave; a 
Di ion, if antecedent to Argument, yet 
ſtrongly implying it; which, perhaps, not- 
withſtanding. all Pretences, is never entirely 
rooted out, at leaſt not men much Force 
and repeated Endeavour. 
o Bolingbroke Vol. V. P. 11 f P. 
8 c How 
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[6] 
He far This Notion is confirmed by Reg- 
ſm is another Queſtion to be examined-here- 


only relating to the-Receprion of it; which is 
a favourable Preparation, if no more, to all 
that can be ſaid in Confirmation of it. And 

This may in ſome Senſe be pronounced to be 
umvenſal. Whatever may be ſaid of particular 
Perſons, there was no Nation where this 


trine was not received. Prayer was an avow- 


ed Expreſſion of it, and no People ean be 
named, where there was not ſome Form of 
Worſhip or other. The Diſtinction of a ge- 
neral and of a particular Providence was an 
Afﬀter-Thought, either introduced by Fraud to 
guard againſt the juſt Imputation of Atheiſm, 
or invented by ſceptical Philoſophy, to cut off 
the Difficulties attending each Extreme. The 
Term Providence originally meant, and was 


underſtood to mean, a Regard to the Welfare 


and Conduct of particular Perſons, The Ab- 
ſurdity and Inconſiſtency of taking Care of the 
Mbole, without any Care of Individuals, was 
not an original Error, but a Reſinement f 
Men wife in their on Conceite, who prided 
themſelves in the happy Diſcovery, and to 
avoid a D. D N into 3 an 1 
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We Xmaſt not expect therefore to find 20 
Variunion in their own, Accounts. among thoſe 
wh thought fit to reject the Doctrine of 2 
part Providence, Their Succeſſors in Sep- 
ticiſm, with all their Improvements, have not 
been able to form a conſiſtent Scheme without 
it. And though Some of the profeſſed 
trines of the ancient Philoſophers expreſſiy 
contradicted it, yet even in them the religious 
ſentimental Inſtinct prevailed, and We ſhall 
find Opinions and Practices amongſt them, 
vrhich depended on the Belief of it. Whether 
They perceived the Inconſiſtency, or not, and 
whether They deceived themſelves, or Others, 
is another Point, which it concerns not this 
Caſe to determine. They were likewiſe /ub- 
divided in their Opinions, and oppofed this 
Doctrine upon different Principles. Some al- 
lowed a greater, Some a 1% Extent to their 
Notion of Providence; They thought, or pre- 
tended to think, it an Honour to the Deity, 
to ſet Limits to his Care, and to determine 
what was: worthy his Notice and Interpoſi- 
tion. Some eſteemed it his Glory to deſert en- 
_ firely the Creatures that He had made, and to 
leave them without · Protection or Govern- 
ment ; t no Care, or, at the beſt; to their 
own Care of themſelves; Others thought the 

eines whole 


Epicureans avowedly ſubſtituted. the Notion 
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—— 
im to or Hope of that Privilege The 


of .Ghance in the Room of Providence; The 
Stoicks\'by the Doctrine of Fate, if not inten- 
tionally, yet did as effectually by Conſeque: 

exclude it. The Diſciples of Argforie limited 


the Exerciſe of it to the Heavenly Spheres. 


The Academics evaded the principal Point 


and Force of it, by denying generally the Di- 
vine Preſcience, and by limiting the Divine 
Direction of After-Events to the Government 
of the Univerſe, allowing no other Protection 
or Care of Particulars than by their —— 
plication of ſecond Cauſes. LENS | 

Theſe were their avowed ee | 


if We expect to find all their Maxims and 


Rules of Life conformable to theſe, We ſnall 
be greatly deceived. Particular Perſons, even 
of different Secs, as Tully obſerves, went over 
in this Point to the other Party, and under 
the Name of Sroicbs or Academicls were Epi- 
cureans.in this Principle; vhilſt Some of them 
varied from themſelves, and urged better Rules 


and Motives than their Principles could ſup- 


port. Theſe Principles were a Refuge to which. 
7 might retreat, ; When preſſed with Diffii-, 


culties 


but at other Times, when 
They had not the Myſteries of a particular 
Pruvidence under View, Philoſophers of vari- 
ous· Sects ſpake very much like Each Other, 


implied that They were under the Inſpection 
and Care and Government of an alusſe Crea- 
tor. Several Paſſages to this Purpoſe might 


be cited from Every One of them that have 


left any Writings behind them. This Ac- 


Speculations, and They were forced to own 
their Dependence every Moment on the Deity, 


though They had elſewhere talked and — 
like independent Beings. 


ſome of his lateſt Works expreſſes ſtrongly his 
Doubts, at leaſt, concerning a particular Pro- 


vidence, though in his former Diſcourſes 


He had taught better Doctrine, and had clear- 


ly rand rightly. aid, that there could be no 
Piety or Religion without it. F Nor will 
the Diſtinction Wren ee 


„De Div. L. II. — 53. & de Fato. 
e L. I. 2 41 — 45. 
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and inculcated ſuch Doctrines and Precepts as 


knowledgment ſeems to have been extorted 
from them, notwithſtanding their different 


Even Tull Himſelf contradicts Himſelf, in 
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teaches. very exceptionable Doctrine in this 


the Inconſiſteney ; but He appears in all 
thoſe different Places to be ſpeaking his own 
Sentiments at each Time. He is indeed in 
this as well as other Points more ſtrong and 
acute in charging Difficulties and . — 
tions on the Sroicks and Epicureans than in 
clearing his own Opinions 'from the like 
Charge. The Doctrine of Chance under the 
Acknowledgment of a Deity, and Him no 
fuupine One, is certainly a greater Inconfftency, 
though not a greater Ab/ardiry, or 82 
than the Scheme of the compleat Foo, and 
the Belief of Fortune without a God. 

Nor can Ariſtotle be cleared from de Ie 
Self- Contradiction, who in ſome Paſſages 


Point, * but does elſewhere better recollett 
Himſelf, and in one Place does even expreſs 


| Indignation againſt ſuch Doctrine, declaring 


that Thoſe who deny a Providence, are not fit 


to be argued with, but only to be corre. 


The good Senſe of Antoninus and Seneca, 
notwithſtanding the plain Tendency; indeed. 
the certain Conſequences of Szoical Fate, did 
yet prevail, and They could ſometimes ſpeak 
like Chriftians on this Subject. The Former 


is full of the Acknowledgments of a Gn o 


* 


8 pe Mundo Cap. * F'I8s Clem. Alex. Stroni, 
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6 Providence, a | often declares that bt 
out it Life would not. be deſireable; and 
Latter charges it as great Want of Under- 
ſanding and Degeneracy in thoſe who wanted 
to mend the Schemes of Providence, and ſeem- 
ed willing rather to direct the Deity than to 

be directed by Him, Epiſt. 18. 

It may ſeem indeed of little Conſequence 
to Us, What were the Sentiments of Heathens 
on this Subject. We have other, better, high- 
er Light to direct our Judgment and Practice 
with Reſpect to the watchful Superintendance 
of our, Maker over us. We know from in- 
Hired Authority, that the Lord Jooketh from 


Heaven, He | beloldeth all the Sons of Men. 
From the, Place of his Habitation He looketh 


upon, all. the Inhabitants of the Earth. He 
Haſhioneth their Hearts alike. He confidereth 
all their Works, This his condeſcending At- 
tention to Us and our Concerns, is juſtly 
urged to Believers to excite and enforce their 
_ conſtant Attention to Him, and St. Paul ſug- 
. geſts the Duty of Chriſtians, whilſt He directs 
their View to Heaven in this Promiſe of Re- 


ligf and Support from thence. My God Hull 


Supply. all your Need according to his Riches in 
oy by Chrift Teſus. * W Cy of Uſe 


l. 4. 19. | 
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Notion of a particular P 
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with Reſpect to thoſe who talk of the 4 
mightineſs of Reaſon, and think themſelves 
qualified to tell their Maker when. and where 
Ie ſhould interfere, to examine what was the 
Judgment of thoſe, whom We call unafited 
Reaſoners,, becauſe They were not favoured 
with immediate, though We know not how 
much even They owed to Traditional Ræuela- 
tion. It may be of ſome Importance to know 
„ eee They held, and on what Grounds 
They ſupported them, provided We take Oare 
not to adopt their wie, og to reject 2 
wiſer Sentiments. do vd eins 
To prevent this, Let Us, hah W 1 
improved by revealed Light, look into this 
Doctrine by the Aſſiſtance of Both; and in 
order to do Juſtice to the Subject, I ſhall- en- 
deayour to ſtate the Notion of a particulun 


- Providence, — to prove the Certainty of it; 


to clar it from the Objefions uſually 
brought againſt it; — and to apply.iv/torthe 
Direction and Im e and res of ö 
our moral Conduct. . 50 
Firſt then I am as endeavour to fate ah 
iden „And This, 
in plain Terms is no other than a; — Providence 
that extends itſelf to the Care of partiaulani 


* — chat anſwers to the full * 


£23} 
hve Bxprefons" in che Tor, "that 246 £364 
hooketb"upon all the Son, of Men — alFthe In= 
Bubitants of the Earth all their Hearts = 
and all their Works; and that enables every 
individual Believer to apply to Himſelf the 
Admonition or Conſolation arifing from this 
Doctrine. It i is that Exertion of the Divine 
Attributes over all the Works of the Creation, 
by which Every Partaker of Human Nature 
can conſider Himſelf as the immediate Obje& 
of the Divine Care and Subject of the Divine 
Government. It is that Government of all 
Events by which We believe that Nothing 
can happen independently of the Supreme Be- 

ing; that no Perſon is above his Influence, or 
beneath his Notice, and that therefore chefy 
Event that befalls Us, comes by Bis Direction 
or Permiſſion; that the Uſe of it is under tits 
Regard, 'and” wilt” meet with his Cenfute or 
Approbation. \) 5 14% 9 * er 

The Word Providence in the TY in Weich 
We generally uſe it, and are now treating of 
it, does not occur in Scripture.” It is there 
uſed: by Tertullut, the Heathen Orator, With 
Reſpoct to the intelligent Care and Tadftty 
of a" Min; but not of the Superititendance or, 
Influence” of God. The Thing itſelf” is fre- 


e and fully ſpoken of But "the Term of 
Ex- 


| Knowledge extending even to future Events, 


- fab 


6 


Writings. In Heathen Authors it is often 
uſed, and indeed (in its ſri Senſe, in its im- 
methate Derivation from all the learned Lan- 
guages, as fignifying a Forefight of Things to 
come ; but in this Senſe it can with Propriety 
be applied only to the Deity. There may 68 
Preſcience in the Supreme Being; there can- 


not be in limited ones, unleſs by Communica - 


tion from Him. We may therefore conſiſt» 
ently talk of the Providence of Gad, and the 
ſingle Word implies it; whereas We muſt wer 
the Senſe of the Word, and uſe and under- 
Rand it with Limitations and 1 
W We apply it to any Creature... 
But by the Word Providence We do not 
underſtand the Attribute itſelf only of infinite 


but the Exereiſe of that Attribute, the Exer- 
tion of that infinite Knowlege to the Direction 

and Protection of all Creatures. The Manner 
in which Scripture and Reaſon direct Us to 


underſtand this Care and Superintendance 'of 
the Supreme Being over all the Works of his 


Hands, is the Point before [o. 


ply a ſupernatural Interpoſition, a continual 
Exertion of Miracles to anſwer the moos 
| of 


L us. ] 


of Divine Counſels, to aſſiſt or to correct the 
ſeveral Obſervers or Tranſgreſſors of the Di- 
vine Laws. If This had been the Caſe, if the 
Laws of Nature had been ſet aſide to keep 
up the Diſtinction, Men are apt to think that 
They ſhould have owned a particular Provi- 
dence, that They ſhould. have ſeen. and ac- 
| knowleged the Finger of God in ſuch clear 
Evidences of his Interpoſition. Yet even This 
may well be doubted. For to anſwer ſuch 
Purpoſe, ſuch Interpoſitions muſt have been 
fo'/requent, that by lofing their Novelty, They 
would have loſt much of their Force. If At- 
tentium could be gained, the Works of Nature 
prove the contiaual Preſence and Aſſiſtance of 
2 powerful intelligent Being as clearly as the 
Reverſal of the Laws of it would do. For 
What is Nature but another Word for Diuine 
Ars? It is the Power of God Himſelf work- 
ing in and by thoſe Powers which by eſtas 
bliſhed Rules and Limitations He gave at firſt 
to the ſeveral Parts of the Creation, and has 
ever ſince continued to them; and whatever 
He accomplithes in this regular Method, is as 
much the Work of git Providence, as if He 
viſibly and avzraculoufly interpoſed to fulfil it. 
He Me ae the: wala of | Heaven 
leuniinos s int Wc 
210910 "+ ne \ D tf Haar ky 5 197 
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=. 
and Earth. * And Whatfeever He pledſeth, 
that doth He in Heaven and in Earth; in the 
Seas and in all deep Places. + He dath accord- 


ing to his Will in the Army of Heaven and 


among the Inhabitants of the Earth. RT We 
Ourſelves, as far as our Sagacity and Strength 
extend, make the Operations of Nature, or 
the deep-laid Schemes of Others, or even their 


Want of Schemes, ſubſervient to our own 


Purpoſe, without the real Power or the vain 
Pretence of working Miracles, and in an infi- 
nitely ſuperior Manner does the Supreme Be- 
ing convert all the Effects of inanimate, ſen- 


ſitive, or intelligent Beings, all the Works of 


neceſſary Agents, to fulfil his Deſign, to con- 


| vey his Mercy or inflſict his Vengeance. Thoſe 


therefore who argue againſt a particular Pro- 
vidlence, from the Want of ſupernatural In- 
terpoſitions, are arguing againſt their own 
Miſtaꝶes, are contending without an Adverſa- 
ry, and are betraying their Ignorance, whilſt 
They only meant to ſhew their Wickedneſs. - 

Neither, Secondly, does the Notion of a 
particular Providence imply an equal Provi- 
dence, or an exact Retribution of Rewards 
and Puniſhments in this Life in punctual Pro- 
portion to Merit or Demerit. Many are apt 


Jer. 33. 26, + PC. 135. 6. t Dan. 4. 35. 
| to 


tt 91 
WY An a Moses i. 3 : 1 Ins 
ta\ſay Sack Gideon QoL K 40 Lord 
be-aoith Ua why then. is All thit befallen Us; 
and where br all his Miracles aubich our Fathers 
told Us, , They ſeem to think that it im- 
plies ſuch an exact immediate Recompence to 
all the Works of Men, ſo viewed and iconfi- 
Adtereil, as it is expreſſed in the Text, as in Fat 
They do not ſee and experience. But the 
various:Defigns.of preſent. Diſpenſations are as 
much admitted and inſiſted on by Thoſe Who 
believe that all Events are under the Care 
and Inſpection of an intelligent Guide and 
Uschycblind Chance or binding Necęſicy. The 
Soripture often ſpeaks of Gods puniſhing ſome. 

wicked Men by the Inſtrumentality of Others 
as had as Themſelves, in which Caſe Perſons 
of the ſame Character meet at preſent with 
different Succeſs: And indeed Who but Bad 
Men can be the Inſtruments of Injury and 
Cruelty to their Fellow- Creatures? Theſe 
have likewiſe ſometimes, though their main 
Chaioe be wrong, ſome good Qualities inter- 
mixed. with their Follies and Vices, and theſe, 
perhaps, are recompenced by preſent Proſpe- 
rity, whilſt, the Puniſhment of their Iniquities 
is reſaryed far eis final Doom. 'This Art 

.  ®. Judg. 6. 13. an. 
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ment, poſſibly, is intended, and ſometimes 
rk by the. Goodneſs God leading them © 
to Repentance ; and where it fails of this Ef- 
fect, their Expectation is the more dreadful, 
who have abuſed the Mercy of Him that en- 
dureth with much Long-Suffering 4 M 


ef Wrath fitted to Deſtructian. 
Again, The Good, who according to a las: 


cited Apoſtolical Expreſſion, are taught to ex- 
pe& the Supply of all tbeir Needs, are not 
taught that their Needs ſhall be prevented, or 
that They ſhall have no Occafion to look up 
for a Supply. The Diſtreſſes permitted to 
come upon them, teach them the Neceſlity 
and Efficacy of applying to Heaven for Relief, 
convince them how few are the real Needs of 
rational Creatures; how eaſily the Neceſſities 
of Nature are anſwered ; how refignedly all 
other Wants may be borne; how vainly Hap» 
pineſs is fought after in this Life; how mi- 
ſerably They deceive themſelves, who: by li- 
centious Principles or Practices cut off all ra- 
rional Support under the Calamities of Life. 
Many uſeful Leſſons may be learned, and 
therefore many real Benefits intended in 2 
Providential Diſpenſation of ſach Chaſtiſemants 
as for the. preſent are not joyous but - grievous ; 
. "ad if n they yield the peace- 
ble 
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able Fruits of Righteouſneſs unto them 253105 
are exerciſed thereby; * they change their Name 
aud Nature, and are no longer to be confider- 
ed as Calamities but as Bleſſings. They exet- 
ciſe the paſſive Virtues of good Men and im- 
prove them in many active ones. They teach 
Compaſſion to their Fellow-Sufferers, Indif- 
ference to the Vanities of Life, Moderation 
of their Defires, Reſtraint of their Paſſions, 
and à more earneſt Zeal for thoſe Attainments 
which depend not on the Changes and Chances 
of this mortal Life. Theſe Qualities in their 
Nature abate the Edge of every afflictive In- 
cident, and often prove the Means of remov+ 
ing it. However, whilſt the Iſue of All is 
ſafe and glorious, whether good Men are pre- 
ſerved from Calamities, or ſupported under 
them, or delivered out of them, or finally res 
warded for the right Application of them, in 
either Caſe there can be ain ein Je 
ng Providence attending them. 

Neither, Thirdly, does this Doctrine mu- 
— the Uſe of Human Endeavours, or 


imply any ſuch Influence over the Actions or 


Paſſions of Men as ſhall take away their Free 

Agency. As Providence does not in the general 

Scheme of it, reverſe the Courſe of Nature, 
*. Heb, 12. 11. 
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or ſuſpend the ſtated Laws of Matter and Mo- 
tion, but works in and by them, to anſwer 
the Purpoſes of Correction or of Mercy, ſo 
the freeſt Actions of intelligent Creatures, are 
made inſtrumental to the like Purpoſes. A 
Mans Heart, as Solomon ſays, deviſeth his 
Way, but the Lord directetb his Steps. * The 
Device is Bit own, but the Reſult of it is Pro- 
vidential Direction. The God who from Hea- 
ven beholdeth Every One of Us and our Con- 
cerns, faſhioneth our Hearts alike, and confi- 
dereth all our Works, does often proſper Us by 
the very Means conceived and executed by 
— Ourſelves, by bleffing the Works of our own 
Hands, or by the Labours and Endeavours of 
our Fellow-Creatures, the' other Inhabitants 
of the Earth, rational and free as Ourſelves, 
by raiſing Us up Friends, who have equal 
Diſpoſition and more Power to help Us. It is 
He, in the ſacred Phraſe, that giveth Us Power 
to get Wealth, that has enjoined Induſtry and 
all the moral Virtues, that naturally contribute 
to Health and Character and Plenty, and proſ- 
pers the Obſervance of his own Laws. It is He 
that in the original Conſtitution of our Nature, 
and of the Perſons and Things about Us, has 
made the Effects of Vices penal” to TI 
. Fror. 16. 9. 
0 e 


ED © 
greſſors, has made Irregularities deſtructive to 
the Perſons, the Fortunes and the Reputations 
of the Licentious. Our own rational Cate of 
Ourſelves is made the very Method of expreſs- 
ing our Dependance on the Care of Providence 
for Us. When We ſtrive by the Exertion of 
our own beſt Endeavours, by the Fruits of 
virtuous Diligence, We ſee and feel the Power 
of Providence operating by natural and moral 
Laws, and it would be ſtrange to argue againſt 
the Exiſtence of an Architef, becauſe We 
perceive the Materials, and Methods, and in- 
ferior Artificers, by which He works. We 
are not to be paſſive SpeFators only, but active 
 Infiruments of the Dealings of Providence. 
God has promiſed to /upply our Needs not our 
Neglefts, and We are not to act as if We 
thought that He does All or does Nothing for 
„ 

Upon the Whole, The Notion of a parti- 
cular Providence is this, that the ſupreme Au- 
thor of all Beings has a Regard to all Beings ; 
has, in the Government of all Events, an ef- 
pecial Regard to the natural and moral Good 
of his intelligent Creatures, of all the Sons of 
Men, all the Inhabitants: of the Earth; has 
ſuch an immediate Attention to the Conduct . 
and Welfare of Every One of Us, as is ſuited 
th 0 
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to the Trial of our Virtue and the Depend- 
ance of our Happineſs ; — to Creatures living 
in a preſent State of Probation, and under 
the Expectation of a future State of Recom- 
1 

And having thus illuftrated As Doctrine 
ſpoken of in the Texr, I am in the next Place 
to confirm the Behef' of it; to propoſe ſuch 
Arguments as appear to prove the Certainty 
— 43; 

And This may be proved een Age 
guments that are readily admitted to eſtablſh 
a general Providence. This is One of thoſe 
Truths the neareſt to ſel/-evident that can be 
propoſed to our Attention and Aſſent. I will 
not ſay that there can be a greater Abſurdity 
than Atheiſm, than ſuppoſing Effects without 
a Cauſe, but very nearly, if not entirely, equal 
would be the Abſurdity of ſuppoſing that a 
wiſe and good Being made this World, and 
placed intelligent Creatures, moral Agents 
in it, without intending to take any farther 
Notice of them, or propoſing any farther 
Views to them, that He created them with 
Needs without intending to ſupply them, and 
implanted in them Notions of Right and 
Wrong, and warm Deſires of Immortality 
and Happineſs, without affording any * 

| or 
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was fo obvious and at the ſame Time fo con- 
vineing a Reflection, that as Every One that 
had the leaſt Degree of Underſtanding; could 
{ſcarce avoid to make it, ſo the aeuteſt Wee 
cifin has not been able to evade it. 
General Laws indeed have been talked of, 
as K God Almighty had made Things and 
then put them out of his own Power, or gi- 
ven originally ſuch Energy to the material 
World as ſhould continue above his Influence. 
Great Effects have been afcribed to unmean- 
ing Words, which are neither real Beings, 
nor philoſophical Truths, and great Pains 
have been taken that Men might ſeem in 
Notion as well as in Practice, to ive wirbout 
God in the World. They Jay in their Hearts 
at leaſt, as the Prophet expreſſes it, and in our 
Days They ſeruple not often to fay with theit 
Mouths,” The Lord' will not do Good, neither 
will He do Evil *; that is, They do not allow 
that He interferes at all in the Government of 
the World, and are forced to look out for 
other Cauſes to account for the Appearances 
before” Us. Chance, and Deſtiny, and, above 
all, Nature are ſounded much in our Ears, 
and Men talk rn of the mighty N 
O4STEOTTD 4 Zeh. i lz e 


which 


Ruin. It is indeed no other than another 
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which they operate or occaſion in Human 
Affairs: but is Any or Either of theſe a. real 
intelligent Agent? If not, We are loſt in a 
Confuſion of Words, and uſe — with- 
out Ideas. Actions certainly cannot without 
great Impropriety be attributed to what are 
nat Agents, and if under any Title, a wi 
Superintendance be really intended, Explain 


the Notion and uſe intelligible Terms, and it 


will end in the Point that We are labouring 
to eſtabliſh, the Acknowledgment of the Pra- 
vidence of God. Chance is a Word only, and 
if it were a Thing, could not long continue, 
as it muſt. ſoon. occaſion total Confuſion and 


Word to expreſs. our own Ignorance, for That 
which looks like a Caſualty to Thoſe that are 
not in the Secret, is often the Reſult of the 
deliberate Scheme of a wiſer Head. Deftiny 
is an ambiguous Term, differently explained 
with Reſpect to paſſive Matter or active In- 
telligence, but in the only Senſe in which it 
could affect this Argument, is by 
Experience, by the voluntary Exerciſe; of qu 
Actions. — And as 8 to. Nature, it is Nothing 5 
elſe than the Law given by the Creator to th 

material Creation, but not Law. limitiag gor 
excluding his own Direction or Interpoſition. 


1 1 If 
i. Xx ' : 


any Confirmation, it muſt be admitted that 
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If theſe ſtated Laws of Nature are on ny 
Oresßdt becher through, here is a Demon- 
ſtration of an interpoſing Providence. How- 
ever Men may be diſpoſed to difpute the Fa#, 
yet admitting the Truth of it, They cannot 
evade the Conclufion. Thoſe who are Eye Mit- 
nefſes to Miracles, have irreſiſtible Conviction 
of this Doctrine, and Thoſe who receive them 
upon Report by unqueſtionable Teſtimony, have 
ſufficient Evidence of them; and the Infe- 
rence reaches farther than thoſe Points, which 
are immediately confirmed by this Atteſtation. 
Unleſs all Hiſtory is to be given up as uncer- 
tain, and paſt Facts are thought incapable of 


there have been ſupernatural Interpofitions ; 
and This will prove more than occa/ional Re- 
gards and Exerciſes of Providence. For if 
Hiſtory . proves /ome Providential Events, We 
may go on from Reaſon to infer, that if theſe 
are once proved to have been, in any Method, 
in ſome Method or other they muſt ſtill be 
continued ; for it cannot be conceived that 
God Almighty ſhould be wearied with the 
Gare of ſublunary Things, and leave off that 
\Government' of the World, which "ay * 
once "ou to exerciſe. 


2». = 
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Let Us take the ſingle Inſtance, which' will 
Po of ſo much Weight in \confirming 4 
others, from the Religion We profeſs, and 
the Character We Ourſelves bear as Chritians. 
Was not the Suche of the Goſpel, in the Cirs 
cumſtances of the firſt Preachers of it, an it» 
luſtrious and amazing Inſtance of Divine Pro 
Sidence ? Was not the Propagation of this 
Religion by ſuch Inſtruments without Power, 
or Intereſt, or Learning, or Art, againſt the 
Perſecution of Rulers, the Contempt of Phi. 
loſophers, the Luſts and Paſſions of wicked 

Men, Was not This the moſt 'extraordinary 
miraculous Event that ever happened? If We 
aſcribe it according to the ſcriptural Account, 
to the Aſſiſtance of ſupernatural Power, the 
Point in Queſtion is admitted and eſtabli@- 
ed: and if They are ſuppoſed to have ſuc- 
ceeded without ſuch Aſſiſtance, it is, as One 
of the Primitive Fathers ſtrongly won n 0 a 
greater Miracle than all the reſt. 

"If then God did thus faſbion' their: Hiarts 
and conſider their Works, ſo as to ſupply the 
Want of every Human Affiſtance, and'enable 
them to triumph over all Oppoſition, wien 
there were not the leaſt probable Means "of 
their Succeſs, then This' is an eminent Proof 


ks He did Jome 7 ears ago govern Events; 
* and 


[=] 

aac Cart We believe that He takes Care of 
ane Age and not of another; that He deſerts 
2 Cuſe that He had once undertaken, and 
looks to the Beginning. but not to the Progrefs 
or \Condlufion of the * Affairs of the 
W IX 

We may, on, rocked anther Way 
_ offer an Argument, which by ſhewing 
the Divine Regard to the Conclusion of Events; 
implies the Ads of Providence in the pre- 
ceding' Parts of it, and the Direction and In- 
fluence of thoſe! Means which lead to it. This 
is: the unanfwerable Evidence of ' Prophecies. 
Every Prediction of a future Event plainly 
cormpleatæd is a Teſtimony of the Divine Pra- 
feience and Interpoſition. He that can foretelt 
Things to come, which depend on natural 
Cauſes and Effects, muſt have the Powers of 
Nature under his Command ; or thoſe which 
depend. on what We call Caſualties, muſt have 
an Authority exclufive of all real Contingen- 
cies; or thoſe: which depend on the voluntary 
Actions of Men, muſt have the Hearts of the 
Sons of Men under his Direction; and mull 
attentive to the; Courſe of all 
pn Ad to diſpoſe them, with- 
aut che Ppearance of a ſupernatural Inter- 
oſttion, to work out the Event which had 
ve D2 long 
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long before, perhaps, been predicted. This 

is really an Evidence eaſy to be looked into, 
451 difficult to be evaded with any plauſible 
Appearance. We can with the leaſt Attention 


ſee that ſuch and ſuch Events were early fore- 


rold, and were actually in due Time fulfilled. 
Nay the Prediction and the Completion are 
often recorded not only by different Perſons, 


but by Perſons of different Intereſts and Opi- 


nions. Thus Heathens ſhall 'bear Witneſs to 
the Truth of Mz/ess Diſpenſation, and Both 
Heathens and Fews to the Authority of Chriſt. 
— Cyrus's Name and great Acts ſhall be fore- 
told in Sacred Authors, and the Hiſtory of 


them be related by Propbane Ones. — The 


Time of the Coming of the Maſiab ſhall be 
punctually fixed by Fewi/b Prophets, and the 
Completion of it be recorded by All Writers. 
— The Scripture of the New Teſtament ſhall 


foretell the total and irreparable DeſtruQtion:of | 


Feruſalem, a Few: ſhall pen the Account of 


it, and an Heathen ſhall confirm it by record- 
ing the fruitleſs Attempt of rebuilding ĩt.— 
It is difficult out of the numerous Prophecies, 
to ſay, Which is upon the Whole moſt clear 
and convincing. But if Difficulties can be 
raiſed by the Arts of ſubtle Oppoſers againſt 
01 2 * 1 votes! and the Manner! of 


com 


11 
compleating: Others, yet the Whole Series g 
Prophecies from the Beginning of the Wold 
to the preſent Time, / fulfilled often by, thoſe 
who never heard of them, and ſometimes- 
thoſe Who would have been glad to have der 

feated them, This amounts to a Demonſtra- 
tion next to irreſiſtible, which a little Scnſe 
may eaſily diſtinguiſh and much Learning 

hot evade. Nay, This will not only con- 
firm the Truth, but contribute much to explain 
thei Netion of. Providence, when We obſerve 
in what Manner the Schemes both of Good 
and: Bad: Men, without influencing the Liber- 
ty, or leſſening the Merit or Demerit of Ei- 
ther, are W inſtrumental to predetetmined ; 
2 \ 

Theſe are 3 _ from Fate, 
fon poſitive Proofs. of the real Exerciſes. of 
Providence in the Government of the World, | 
but if there had been no ſuch external viſible. 
: Demonſtrations of it, if Miracles and Prophe- 
cies; had never been granted, yet We might | 
unqueſtionably - evince the ſame Truth from g 

_ he 1 of the Na ature both of God 
and of Man. 
The 3 and 2 Attributes wo 2 
Deity are as demonſtrable as his Exiſtence. 
The ſupreme Author of all Things muſt, 


-(1102 uni- 


muſt ſee and obferve what bappens to or is 
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univerſally preſent. in every Part of the Crea» 


tion, and He muſt be Holy and Wiſt and 
Good: And the Certainty of a partzcular Pro- 
vidence is an undeniable: Conſequenee from a 


View of theſe Perfections; nay, it means No- 


thing elſe. than the Exerciſe of thoſe Attri- 
butes. If He is univerſally preſent, He muſt 


be a Witneſs to every Event, to every good or | 


evil Deed, to every joyous or grievous Situa- 
tion of the Sons of Men; If He is Holy and 
Wiſe and Good, He cannot be an unconcerned 
SpeQator of them; He cannot be indifferent 


what They do or what They foffer in this 
lower World. He cannot have put the Power 


over theſe Things out of his own Hands, or 
have left Fate or Fortune to have more Influ- 
ence on fublunary Affairs than Himſelf. He 


performed by every Fndividual, and therefore 
Nothing reſpecting either the Virtue or the 
Happineſs of Any One, can befal Him with- 
out. the Direction or Permiſſion. of an all- 
powerful, all- wiſe, and all -glorious God. 


Thus Reaſon confirms. what this great Ob- 
ſerver and Judge of All ſays of Himſelf. by 
Revelation. I the Lord | ſearch the Heart and 
wry 20 Reins, even to giue au Man ae 

| | A ing 
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As — m 
e | 
Again, The fartie Truth may "as wüst 
bun the Naturd of Man. Is He not endued 
with Forefght, and does He not exerciſe a 
provndertial Care over Himſelf, and the feve» 
ra} Particulars under bis Cognizande and 
Power ? If He has this Endowment, and 5 
- reliency: be aſcribed? Can the Crearor who 
who has communicated this Gift of Prove ' 
dence to his intelligent Creatures, be deſtitute 
of it Bug? Docs not Ze, Who has! given 
Vs a Capacity to turn other Things to our 
Deſigns, turn Us and ours to anfwer his? 
Shall We deny to God what We allow to be 
a Commendation to Ouſelves, to attribute to 
Him what We ſhould efſtcom our own Dif- 
K? ©: 
2 "100d Nie of l 
Mun, Does not Every Thing without and A 
within Him, his Hopes, his Fears, his Vir- 
wes, his Faults, his Enjoyments, his Sudfer+ 
ings, All prove that He is in a progreſſive 
State, in a provationary Paſſage only to a final 
State of Recompence: But the Judge who is 
to determine that State, cannot be an * 


a2 en 3 er. 17. 1e 
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Fudge of the proper Retribution, unleſs He 
has been an attentive Obſerver of all that hut 
| paſſed 79 and in Each Individual that is the 
Subject of that Judgment. Unleſs his good 
and bad Qualities, and the Degrees of Re- 
compence by Proſperity or Calamity which 
befell Him in this Life, be equitably ballanced, 
which cannot be done but by the Exerciſe of a 
particular Providence, a juſt Retribution can 
not be aſſigned ; Theſe Doctrines therefore of 
a Providence and a future State infer and im- 
ply Each Other, and every Argument which 
confirms a Mans Hopes and eſtabliſhes: his 
Title to a farther Proſpect, is of equal Force 
for the Belief of his preſent Dependance on 
an Almighty Protector and Judge. The Ob- 
jectors againſt either are uſually in this Reſpect 
conſiſtent; Their real Deſign is to ſet aſide 
Both, and They generally are ſo open as to 
avow it. From the Ancient to the Modern 
Patrons of Scepticiſm, All have attacked the 
Belief of a Providence and a future State to- 
gether, and the Evidences of and Difficulties 
in Both are indeed much the ſame. A parti- 
cular Inſpection over all the Concerns of the 
Sons of Men cannot be exerciſed through mere 
Curiofity, but with a View to recompence both 
their Conduct and Condition; and there, as 
8 Was 
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wes before, cannot be duly recompenced with 


out ſuch a conſtant Po A int 


Both; Ji lebe I 5 


do This is an Argument n affecting 
this very Point of a particular Providence, 


and which cannot be evaded by colluſive Con- 
ceſſions of a general one. If ſuch could be ex- 
ercifed with à View to Individuals, yet it 
would mot anſwer this Purpoſe; for the intel · 


bgent Part of the Creation would not be more 
intereſted in this general Conſervatipn of the 
whelle Fabrick, than rhe Earth on which They 


tread. But in Reality, ſuch a Notion of a g- 


nerat. Providence as excludes a particular ont, 
180a-mere Chimera, an Acknowledgment, m 


Words, of the Government of the Deity, and 
2 Denial of it in Effect at the ſame Time. 


verſe, but did not make Particulars, as thut 
He governs the Whole but does not take No- 


tice of Iadhviduali. This is implied in tit 


very Name and Notion. A particular Provis 
dence, where a ſupernatural Interpoſitiom is 
not ſpoken of, means nothing elſe than the 
Application and Direction of general Laws to 
Fartichlar Caſes and Perſons, and if This was 
not dtaken Care of, how could the Mole be 
ſupported? A Care for the Mlall without 
* E any 


Wasmight as well ſay that God made the Uni- 
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any Concern for the Parts is Abſardity and 
Inconſiſtency. With Regard to the Sons of 
Men, the rational Inhabitants of the Earth, 
This is clear and unqueſtionable. If AZ Mer 
are ſupported and protected by a Divine Pros 
endence, then Every One is, or elſe We uſe 
Words without Meaning. But if Nothing | 
more is meant by the Acknowledgment of a 
Providence, than that the World ſtill ſubſiſts, 
and that We have not yet deſtroyed Each 
Other, then the Acknowledgment is imfincere, 
For All This is as true upon EINE 
Scheme. 

Briefly then, Whatever Arguments are . 
fot the Belief of a Providence, will hold equally 
for extending it to the Protection and Care of 
every rational, probationary Creature. 'This 
Notion is certainly moſt for the Honour of 
| God and the Support of Men, and from thence 
receives a ſtrong Confirmation. For if the 
Deity does not reſpe& and prote& particular 
Perſons, it mult be either becauſe He cannot, 
or becauſe He w not. It is much harder to 
conceive either of theſe, than to account for 
any Difficulties in the Divine Diſpenſations t 
and They who can attempt the arduous Taſk 
of reconciling either of the forementioned 
| Suppoſitions to the Divine Attributes, ſhould 

* . 1 be 
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be cautious of charging Dz#fficulties on the 
Schemes of Believers. 

I ſhould now proceed, as was propoſed ir in 
the next Place, to clear this Doctrine from 
the Objections whether ancient or modern, 
which have been brought againſt it ; — to 
examine ſome of the principal Subtilties, 
whereby, in different Ages, Men of perverſe 


Minds have ſtudiouſly endeavoured to aggra- 


vate the real Myſteries of Providence and to 
introduce new Myſteries into it. But the View 
of theſe Doubts and the practical Application 
of the Doctrine itſelf when cleared and con- 
firmed, will be the Subject of another Diſ- 
courſe. 
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| Ps 41. XXIII 13, 14515. p 
The Lord loketh Grim Heaven'; He 
 beholdeth all the Sons of Men. From 
the Place of his Habitation He looketh 
ußpom all the Inhabitants of the E arth. 


He faſhioneth their Hearts alike; He 2 
- all their Works. 


| HE Doctrine of Providence is the 
very firſt that occurs to our Under- 
ſtandings, I might even ſay to our 
© + Senſes. We ſee it and feel it aſſoon 
as We have any Perception of the Objects 
about Us, — of their Intent and Uſe and Ef- 
| ficacy. And as, from the Divine Attributes 
when believed and acknowleged, We can, 
when We have attained to ſufficient Capacity, 
deduce the Exerciſe of them in the Providen- 
tial Government of Events, ſo We do more 
early and eaſily from the actual Exerciſe of a 
governing Providence infer the Exiſtence and 
N of che Creator. This is, in our 
Ideas, 


— 


Ideas, antecedent to the Notion of a God, that 
is, We are led to the Acknowledgment of 
his Being by Obſervations on the Works of 
Nature, by perceiving Intention and Deſign 
in unconſcious Animals and Vegetables.” The 
Wiſdom of the Creator is diſcerned both in 
thoſe Creatures who are, and in thoſe who are 
not endowed with Intelligence themfelyes ; 
In the former, the derived Gift ſhews the Per- 
5 fection of the Giver; in the latter, their Diſ- 
charge, without it, of all the Offices, and 
Completion of all the Purpoſes which” their 
Natnre is calculated to anſwer, leads. tothe 
2 Concluſion. 

Our own ſuperior Nature claims, however, 
on all Aecounts our principal Regard, and our 
own Preſervation is the ſtrongeſt Proof of a 
Providence, as well as of our Obligation to a 
dutifub Acknowledgment of it. It is the im- 
mediate Argument propoſed to our Conſidera- 
tion in the Tat, and: is at all Times the moſt 
important Thought that can employ. cur Me- 
ditation, that the Lond. hoketh. from" Heaurn, 
and beholdethr all the'Sons of Men; that from 
the- Place of his Habitation He looketh. upon all 
ihe Inhabitants. of the Earth: that He Jeſpronr 
eth. their Hearts alike, and confidereth,all- their 


Works. This Doane ob 2 particular F = 
1 e 
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dence has already been Hate i in its true Ne 
tion, and confirmed by its poſitive Evidence: 
The Vindication of it from Thoſe who claim 
an entire Independance upon their Maker, 
who would argue Him out of his Seat of 
Government, and abſolve themſelves from all 
Obligation of Regard to it, who in the Lan- 
guage of the P/almi/t ſay, With aur Tongue 
will We prevatl, We are They that ought to 
Speak, Who is Lord over "OE remains to 1 
offered. 

Let Us proceed then, as Was . in 
the next Place to clear this Doctrine from the 
Objettons, whether ancient or modern, which 
are brought againſt it ; — to examine ſome of 
the principal Subti/ties, whereby Men of per- 
verſe Minds have ſtudiouſly endeavoured to 
aggravate the real Myſteries of Providence and 
to introduce zew Myſteries into it. | 

Ihe foregoing State of the Caſe has in a 
great Meaſure obviated theſe Objections, which 
are uſually founded on Mz iſrepreſentations,.. ei- 
ther voluntary or undeſigned, by Perſons a&- 
ing through Fraud or under Deluſion, either 
deceiving or being decerved, as the Apoſtle ex- 
preſſes it.. —If We expect Miracles to ſup- 
WRT? Needs, We cheat Ourſelyes with * 

5 2 Tim. 3. 1 3. 

N 
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femptions founded on no Auth y. If We 
expect to ſee ee forget our 
own neceſſary Ignorance,” and place Ourſelves 
in the Seat of God. — If We preſume that 
We ſhall tape” all Trials, We miſtake our 
Religion, which is to prepare Us, by Reſig- 
nation, for better Hopes; — but if We be< 
lieve that in our Paſſage through this Life to 
another, Every Thing We do and ſuffet 18 
under the immediate Inſpection and Direction 
of God, We then underſtand our Privilege 
and our Duty, and maintain a rational Fase 
which We may vindicate againſt every Cavil. 

In Reality, Many of the Arguments urged 
f a particular Providence, prove upon 
Examination to be Arguments for it, and 
Many of the artificial Doubts raiſed to dloud ! 
it, have contributed to Enquiries which have 
ſerved to char it. For Inſtance, there it no 
Difficulty more univerſally taken Notice of, 
more triumphed in by Scepticks, or more of- 
ten lamented by ſerious Believers, than the 

unegua / Diſtribution of Things in this World. 
The Diſtinction which They expect from a 
Senſe of the immediate Protection of th 
Deity, does not appear. The Proſperit) ef 
the Wicked and the diſtreſſed State ofiithe 
„ eee urged as Arguments from Fab 


againſt 


Tas 


nn the ſuppoſed continual Attention of the 
Creator. to the Virtues and the Intereſts of all 
his intelligent Creatures. ; 
But beſides that there is nw Hales for 
Miſtake with Reſpect both to the Characters 
and.Comforts of particular Perſons — whether 
the Appearance. of Virtue be fincere — whe- 
ther the Charge of Vice be not overſtrained 
by unfriendly Cenſures — and what Kind and 
Degree of Joy or Sorrow may ariſe from their 
outward Circumſtances — beſides the Conſi- 
deration of theſe Doubts; admitting the Fact, 
as in many Inſtances it muſt be admitted, 
that there is an Inequality of Diſpenſations 
utterly diſproportionate to the Merit and De- 
merit of the ſeveral Members of Society, This 
is. a Proof of a particular Provideuce under- 
ſtood in its true Senſe, not an Objection a- 
gainſt it, By ſuch a Providence We mean the 
| conſtant Government of the Deity over Mo- 
ral Agents, as probationary Creatures, quali- 
fied and enjoined: to improve themſelves in 
Virtue, permitted and encouraged to prepare 
themſelves as Candidates for Happineſs. - To 
ſuch a Government an Inequality of preſent 
Diſpenſations is even neceſſary, to try our 
Faith, to exerciſe our Virtue, to ſhew the 
=n orce. of. religious * to make Us li- 
_ we 
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able to any Temptations. to unrighteous Prae- 
tices. If Vengeance inſtantly followed upon 
Iniquity, and worldly. Proſperity: was as cer- 
tainly the Conſequence of dutiful Obedience, 
This would prove a Providence indeed, but as 
extending only to this World, and leaving little 
Ground for Hopes in another. It would ex- 
clude the Exerciſe of all paſive Graces, and 
yielding an immediate Retribution to all active 
ones, would cloſe the Scene, and cut off tlie 
Expectation of future Rewards. But the Cer- 
tainty of an After-Account and State, which 
is proved by this very Ineguality of preſent 
Diſpenſations, yields a Teſt to our Duty and 
an Encouragement to our Hopes, and a con- 
vincing Proof that Every Event now befalling 
Us, and Every Action committed by Us, is 
under conſtant Inſpection in order to an equi- 
table Retribution hereafter, and Manyfeftation 
of the righteous Judgment of God. It is ſuffi- 


cient that We have here all that is neceſſary _ 


for the Support of our Bodies and the Im- 
provement of our Minds, and this We may 
depend on in the Way of our Duty. God has 
no where promiſed to ſupply our Vanities or 
our Wiſhes, but our Needs only; and of theſe 
It is He that has made Us, {and not Me Ours 
ſelues, ) that is the competent. Judge. If the 
ble 5 : very 


| TI] 
very (contrary. Method of Dealing with the 
perience, was really obſerved,” more Difficul- 
ties might, and, no Doubt, . _—_ _ 
n concerning it. 5 
Again, The Prevalence if E Buil both os 
and; moral, which abounds in the World, the 
which are ſeen and felt among All about Us, 
are thought, or urged as if they were thought, 
to be poſitive Diſproofs of this Doctrine. It 
may previouſſy be obſerved, that whatever 
Force there is in this Reflection, it will hold 
as much againſt a general as a particular Pro- 
vidence; and it may farther be obſerved that 
One Part of it is a Vindication of the Other; 
that Sufferings are both the Conſequences and 
Corrections of 'Wickedneſs ; and that in Rea - 
lity, the Diſtreſſes of the World bear Propor- 
tion to the Sins of it. The Whole Difficulty- 
therefore lies in the Prevalence Iniguity, 
and however ſtrong an Objection This may 
be againſt Men, ſurely it is none againſt God, 
unleſs We mean to call Him to Account for 
ereating Moral Agents and placing them in a 


U, My has Thou made Ir tbus? We may 
1 ſay chat it is a ſtrong mae par- 
n ticular 


probationary State; and ſay to Hlim that: made 


all the Diſtreſs and Wickedneſs that ſurround 
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ficular Providence of God, that among ſuch 
Ortatures as We are, there is not h Evil 
in the World than there is. If He did not 
reſtrain the Paſſions and defeat the Counſels 
of wicked Men, and convert their worſt 
Schemes to Ends very different from what 
They intended, the World, through their 
Number and Power, had been er'e this, a ge- 


neral Ace/dama, and the Gates of Hell: hau pre- 


vailed againſt every political as well as ruligi- 
ors Society. Good Men had fallen the firſt 
Prey, and then their Perſecutors by Biting um 
devouring Each Other, would ſoon | have) beet 
conſumed One of Another. The Regularity and 
Order and Virtue that ſtill remain, are Evi+ 
dences that all Things are in the Hands of a 
wiſe and gracious God, who can and will Sing 
Good out of Evil; who will not fail, if amidſt 


Us, We do our Part, to ſupply our Neceſſities 
and ſupport our Virtue; who does not from 
Heaven, from the Place of his Habitation-be- 
Bali all the Sons of Men; all the Inhabitants:of 
the Eartb, as an unconcerned Spectator, but 
Fafbioneth all their Hearts and confidereth all 
*ebeir Works: His Hand being upon all them 
for Good that ſceł Him, but his Power and Bit 
Wrath vgainſt all them that for ſake Him * 

Lins Ezra 8. 22, But 


* 
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1 But if Fache tunnde yield any Objectio da 
this Doctrine, -:Reaſonings: are next offered 
againſt it, and Speculations are employed to 
perſuade Us out of the only Truth that can 
make Us either uſeful or comfortable in Life. 
It is urged as an Abſurdity that . to ſup- 
poſe the Deity concerned in the Protection 
t and Care of Every One is to ſuppoſe that 
ec there ate as many Providences as there are 
Men.“ But this is merely a Cavil about 
Mord unworthy: the Abilities of the Noble 
Author that urges it. Is there any Inconſiſ- 
tency that One Being ſhould exerciſe various 
Aas, ſhould ſupply the Neceſſities, ſuperin- 
tend the Concerns, and obſerve the Actions of 
many inferior Beings? There are as many 
Providences as Men, nay more, that is, Acts 
of Providence, Diſpenſations of the righteous 
Govervour of the World: and it is not eafſy 
to diſcern where is the mighty Difficulty, the 
ſuppoſed Objection couched under this Inſi- 
nuation. Vet it is repeated again, that on 
this 8uppoſition · Common Providences would 
break into a Multitude of particular Provi- 
dence for the Supply of Wants and Grant 
v«of Petitions.” + Be it ſo; Yet explain the 
Words and there is no Difficulty in the Caſe. 
© Bulinigbrote"Vol, V. F. 33 f Wok V. N 
tut | Still 
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Still it is one common Providence, the Care 
of one Supreme Being over all the Works of 
his Hands. There is no Multiplication of 
Deities implied, but the One God and Father 
of All it rich unto All that call upon Him. He 
condeſcends to exert his Care over every living 
Creature that He has made, and to apply and 
direct the general Laws of the Creation to 
the Reward, or Puniſhment, or "Tos e 
particular Perſon. 0 
But This Condeſcenſion 1s kde maths Ob- 
jection. Such high Notions of Humun Impor- 
the Dignity of the Deity to take Care of par- 
ticular Perſons. Collective Bodies are allowed 
to be worthy his Notice by thoſe who take 
upon them to tell Him, what it is fit for Him 
to attend to. Vet it will be difficult to aſſign 
a Reaſon, why it was not beneath his Dignity 
to create particular Perſons, and yet ſhould be 
ſo, to protect and preſerve them: and as dif- 
ficult to account for, how collective Bodies 
taken any Care of. Their Importance, what- 
ever it is, is not claimed as original and mde- 
pendant, but acknowleged as the Gift of the 
Creator; and Can it be thought unworthy of 
N —— and protect a Creature, to whom 
He 


_=_ 


He has given eee deen __ 
ligence N iris - 154: 15$0 - 24446 

The eee . 
Baer is beſtowed, is no Leſſening of the 
Generoſity and Wiſdom of the Benefactor; 
rather it is an high Advancement of Both. 
The Scheme of the Deity's regarding impor- 
tant Events, or numerous Societies, but neg- 
lecting little Things or ſingle Perſons, is on 
this as well as other Accounts mconftent, be- 
cauſe the meaneſt Creatures in Nature may 
be the Inſtruments of the greateſt Ruin to 
their Superiors; and becauſe the Beginnings 
of all Undertakings are little, and could not 
arrive at their intended Progreſs, if not favour- 
ed with eariy Protection. If a Feu Indivi- 
duals. were not worth Notice, our Saviours 
little Flack had never been a great one, nor 
had the Church ariſen to its preſent Extent 
and Maturity. Neither had any other Attempt, 
however ſucceſsful in its Progreſs, and conſi - 
derable in its Concluſion, proſper d at all, uns 
leſs by what is called Accident, not by that 
Providential Interpoſition and Bleſſing, which 
is moſt inconſiſtently pretended to be acknow- 
leged in momentous Events and large Bodies 
of Men. The Difficulties attending an Hifunt- 
State, which, are. uſually the *! muſt 
| firſt 


- Cs 
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firſt be ſurmounted; before It can, upon this 
Heaven, which only can enable Men to tris 
umph over ſuch Difficulties, and can work its 
Purpoſe either by or rer W agal _ 
Uſe of Human Means. AY Seo 
And after all, The — aber of Little 
an Great is relative only to Ourſelves and to 
thoſe ſublunary Things about Us. Al ic Little 
in Reſpect of Him who: hath meaſured the Ma- 
ters in the Hollow: of bis Hand, and meted out 
Heaven with a Span, and comprehended. the Duſt 
of tbe Earth in a Meaſure, and weighed, the 
Mountains in Scales and. the Hills: in 6. Bak- 
dance; with whom the Nations are as a. Drop 
n Bucket, and are. counted as the final DG, 
of the Ballance. Behold He taketh up the Ila: 
u d very little Thing. * This Argument there- 
fore, if of any Weight, would conclude equal- 
Ay: againſt al Notion of Providence ; for Every 
Thing is minute and W 0 —.— 
to its great Creato. 
The Difficulty of l over wry an 
infinite Number of Creatures, and reconciling 


and promoting ſuch various interfering Inte- 


reſts, which was an early Pagan Objection 
* Providence, has likewiſe been pe 


* II. 40. 12 — 15. 
and 


, Sg 

and retailed down to the lateſt Oppoſer of the 
Proceedings of his Creator. But, to uſteꝭ the 
Language of the ſame Prophet juſt now citetf 
and in the ſame Chapter, Ef Tbou #dt 
| town? Haft Thou not heard, that the eder 
laſting God, "the Lord, the'Creator"of the'Bnds 
of "the Earth, fauinteth not, neither is weary 2 
There is no Searching of bis Underſtanding. Ni 
Ervesl Power to the Faint; and to rbem tbur 

Bude no Might; He increaſeth Srrengtbas That 
irrtuitive Knowlege of all Perſons and Actions 
and Imaginations, ſo loftily expreſſed in the 
Fexr, both enables and diſpoſes Him to exer- 
eis chat particular Providence over Us, which 
Me aſcribe to Him. What would be not on- 
JA Rene but impoſible to Any Being not poſ- 
ſeſled of infinite PerfeBtions, may be, nay muſt 
de Eaſy to One of almighty Power and Wiſ- 
derb who ſees at one View through all tie 
Properties of Nature, abſolute and "relative, 
rand whoſe Will None can reſiſt or withſtand. 
The Poſſibility of every Thing which does 
Bot imply a Contradiction, becomes evident 
upon his Contemplation; and the Caſe f 
"Difficulties vaniſhes upon the Mencior'of th 
Dive Harribates nt 1s wiv t 
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LS 
This Point therefore is laboured in the 
next Place, and a Charge of Contrudicbiam is 
brought, rather than the Divine Government 
of Men and Things ſnhould be admitted. It 
is ſaid that upon the Doctrine of a particu- 
_ * lar Providence, the Whole Order of Nature, 
«« phyſical and moral, would be ſubverted, 
es and the Affairs of Mankind would fall into 
«the utmoſt Confuſion.” It is ſtrange that 
That which alone can prevent Confuſion, 
ſhould be charged as the Occgſon of it; and 
that a wiſe Providence which | ſupports all 
Things and preſerves them in Order, Weight 
and Meaſure, ſhould be miſrepreſented as de- 
ſtroying the natural Tendency of Things, and 
over-ruling the Liberty of Human Agents. 
It is, as has been repeatedly faid, an Appli- 
cation of thoſe neceſſary or voluntary Motions 
to particular Purpoſes, not in the leaſt de- 
ſtroying the Cauſe, but diſpoſing the Effect to 
anſwer the Schemes of infinite Wiſdom. It 
is not implied, that the Courſe of Nature ſhall 
be contradicted, or ſet aſide s or that Things 
or Actions ſhall produce Events contrary to 
their Kind or Degree; or that no Calamities 
ſhall happen to the Righteous; but that their 
Fruit ſhall upon the whole Reſult be = 


Vol. v. * 2010 | 
18 2 cial. 


| [ 52 ] 

cial. An Heathen could fay, that 4 if the Per- 
« ſor that ſuffers be Good, then All that He 
e fuffers, fall end in Good“ and an Apoſtle 
confirms the Sentiment in like Words, that 
all Things hall finally wink PARIS re 
to them that ove God.. 

But the Intereſts of Min- eee 
dterferingy and the Riſe and Proſperity of 
Some depend ſo much on the Fall and Adver- 
ſity of Others, that here the great Confuſion is 
ſuggeſted, and the Impoſſibility is urged of 
reconciling ſuch interfering Pretenſions to Pro- 
tection and Favour. This Difficulty is thought 
to be moſt clearly and ſtrongly illuſtrated in 
the Cafe of contrary Prayers offered up by 
different Perſons of equal Merit. And if the 
Doctrine of a particular Providence implied 
that all Good Men ſhould be immediately: fas 
voured with the expreſs Grant of. their Petis 
tions, This would have been a material Diffi- 
culty indeed. But the Bleſſing of God in ge- 
neral only is promiſed to thoſe who depend 
on his Providence; and This may be ſhewn 
in various Methods, by granting them the 


Comforts of this Life, or by exerciſing: and | 


in order to their more glorious Reward here- 
* Plotinus Lib. III. Enn. 4. Rom. 8. 28. 
G 2 after 


am 

after. It may be better that Some ſhould 
proſper, and enjoy higher Opportunities of 
doing Good in this World, and that Others 
ſhould have their Affections weaned from the 
World by ſore Afflictions: and Both may be 
the more ſhining Chriſtians for the true Uſe 
of their reſpective Lots, than Either would 
have been in the different Situation. In the 
different Lot of - Wicked Men, who would 
miſapply every Station of every Kind, there 
1s leſs Appearance of Intricacy and in the 
Caſe of good Men the ſeeming Intricacy va- 
niſhes, when the Opportunity of Improvement 
in every Lot is conſidered, and the better 
Proſpect by ſuch 1 in — 
n Hopes, is duly valued. * 81 

Indeed in one Senſe the * a en 
of all Good Men may yet be ſaid to be an- 
ſwered in Kind, becauſe all Perſons of that 
Character agree in One Point, and that a very 
material one, of aſking temporal Bleſſings 
with this expreſs Condition, if the Wiſdom 
of God ſees them fit for them, and with an 
entire Reſignation to that Wiſdom, if it prove 
otherwiſe. The moſt contrary” Prayers there 
fore may be bleſſed with Succeſs, as it may 
be a Happineſs to One Perſon to fail of that 
which He was in Purſuit of, and to the Other, 
| to 


— 


SY 


evobtaiarde/: Both are proſpered as They des 
fired; that is, as God :faw beſt for them, and 
as They would have choſen for themſelves, if 
They could have ſeen the M bolt at one View, 
could have diſcerned the Conſequences of E- 
mmm 
fires: get G n tit +& 
But it iu added chad the Effects that are 
* aſſumed of particular Providences are un- 
s diſtinguiſhable from thoſe of a general Pro- 
« yidence, and become particular by Nothing 
more than the Application which vain. Su- 
E perſtition or pious Fraud makes of them“. 
Thoſe who are Themſelves Strangers to true 
Piety, will always thus charge it as Supenſti- 
tion or Hypocriſy, but the calmeſt Friends of 
rational Religion may maintain the Argument 
and deſpiſe the Miſrepreſentations. They who 
believe that They were brought into Being 
by a wiſe and gracious Creator, who protects 
them through Life and will judge them after 
it, ought thus to apply to fhemſelves the Doc- 
trine of a general Providence; — not to make 
a Diſtinction where None was intended, but 
to acknowlege the ſuperintending Eye of the 
Deity in every Event in which their Happi- 
ucis nen are intereſted. Indeed This is 
70 i Nan. 


a Cavil 


141 
a Cavil which more than any other, betrays 
an hardned Heart incapable of receiving Con- 
viction. If extraordinary Interpoſitions are 
ſpoken of, theſe are called Aſiraculaut, and 
Miracles are declared to be incredible. If Mer- 
cies that are diſpenſed in the ordinary Courſe 
of Things, are aſcribed to Heaven, theſe are 
not allowed to be providential, becauſe nat mi- 
raculous, and thus the Providence of Gad is 
ſhut out of the World in n ee * 
which it can be teſtified. 

Loet Us hear the Noble Author Ane 
umd to, on both Sides of the Queſtion. 
With Reſpect to Miracles He ſays, Nothing 
«can be leſs reconcileable to the Notion of an 
all- perfect Being than the Imagination that 
« He undoes by his Power in particular Caſes 
« what his Wiſdom, to whom Nothing is fu- 
6e ture, once thought ſufficient to be eſtabliſh- 
* ed for all Caſes.” * But This is plainly no 
Kind of Argument againſt the Doctrine He 
would oppoſe, but a bare Suppofition of the 
Point He would eſtabliſh. It is directly beg- 
ging the Queſtion, taking for granted, that God 
never intended to interpoſe in any Caſe by 
Miracles, which remains to be proved. Reve- 
lation He would not pretend to for the Know- 

Vol. V. P. 35. | 
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— thes Deity might intend in al 
Caſes ; and there are mam Reaſons which eve 
Interpoſition might well be expected. 'Unlefs 


tion of One Man be of Weight againſt the 
known Senſe and acknowleged Judgment of 
the Generality of Mankind, there is not in 
that innportant Sentence the Shadow of an Ar- 
gument againſt the Reality of Miracle. 
After having thus vainly aſſumed the Knows= 
lege ef the Mind of the Lord, as if He had been 
Bir Counſellor, He next attempts to argue 
away every other Evidence of his Interpoſi- 
tiom that is allowed mot to be miraculour. All 
ce the Inſtances,” He ſays, that can be brought 
of Providences, which Men aſſume to be 
ce particular, are ſo very like to the Events 
„which happen in the ordinary Courſe of 
Things, er 0 fall under the Head of 
« ſuch. as are probl | 
ie particular by Nothing but the voluatary Ap= 
<< plication. of them.” This is much ſuch 
of Providence in common Caſes as the former 
Cs miraculous Interpofitions. It is up- 
„. 88. 
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t dee Provinger, Hit Ruling uren - 
fertion not upon Argument. Theſe 1 
01 bree Providence may well be, id 
he very ite to the Events which, happen in 
6 ordinary Courſe of Things, for they are 
e very fame; 85 We have before proved that 


— 


the Courſe of Nature itſelf is under the Guid- 
ance and Government of God, and that What 
| befals Us in that Method, befals by his Di- 


rection: and What is there in this Ohſerva- 
tion that ſhould tempt Us to recede from that 
Belief? We own the Events to be nntural, 
and We believe the Effects of them to he 
ee and We ſee Nothing in this 

Suggeſtion, which ſhould induce., to. think 
otherwiſe ; ;..0r_ to. ſuppoſe that the Diſpenſa- 
tions of Mercy or Correction were not par- 
ticular in the Intention of the great Diſpoſer 


of Events, as well as by the e Apyli- 
cation of Mortals. | 


| But i it may be W more clear and dif- 
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tin& to reduce this Doctrine of the Direction 
of Providence by the ordinary Courſe of Na- 
ture, to, particular Inſtances, , If a living Friend 
does me an important Service, or a dying One 


leaves me a valuable e if a maliczpus 


detected and ruined, Himſelf, by the Artcmpts 
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if che Houſe which falls upon my Neighbours 
Head. farrowly miſſes ate, or I am buried 
irtheRuins which He that Moment eſcaped ; 
how is the Providence of God concerned in 
the Diſpoſal of either Event? Did He touch 
the Heart of my Friend to favour me? or in- 
cite the Hatred of my Enemy to deſtroy me? 
Did'He reſtrain-the Fall of the tottering Edi- 
fice till I was out of the Reach of 1 it, or r Haſten 
it whilſt I was within it? 

If We mean ſuper naturally fo as to take 
away Liberty, or to reverſe the Laws of Na- 
ture, either irreſiſtibly to over- rule the Minds 
of Moral Agents, or to ſuſpend the Laws of 
the material World, in this Senſe We may 
diſclaim the Belief of an extraordinary Inter- 
poſition ; but then This is -not the Senſe in 

which, as before ſtated, the Direction of Pro- 
_ widence is maintained: and it ſhould particu- 
larly be remembered, that the Strength of this 

Difficulty was thought to lie in this, that We 
can account for the natural Means and Mo- 
tives without any Interpoſition, and therefore 
muſt not run off to a quite e Meaning 
or 4 ſupernatural one. 

In this plain Senſe of the Uk and Direction 
of the Courſe of Nature, We may, without 
Scruple anſwer all the fore- mentioned Enqui- 

H ries 
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ries in the Affirmative. It is God that ſupplies 
our Need, though it may be ow Neighbour 
that confers the Food and Raiment. It is He 
that tries the Virtuous, or puniſhes the Vicious 
by Chaſtiſements, though the Cha/deans or Sa- 
beans may be the Inſtruments of his Difcipline | 
or his Vengeance. It is He whoſe Judgments 
waſte our Lands or deſtroy our Flocks, though 
the Winds and the Sea obey Him in the Execu- 
tion of his Purpoſes. He ſees the Difpoſition 
of Men towards Us, and the natural Tenden- 
cy of the unconſcious Elements, and without 
a Miracle turns either to anſwer: the Purpoſe 
of his wiſe Counſels. Thus David faid of 
Shemei, Let Him curſe, becauſe the Lord hath 
faid unto Him, Curſe David. Not certainly 
by an immediate poſitive Direction, but by 
making Uſe of Sheme!'s rebellious Infolence to 
humble and correct a former MiſconduR, 
which He therefore piouſly and rightly inter- 
preted as a juſt Judgment upon Himſelf. Elſe- 
where We find a particular Revelation given 
to admoniſh a leſs conſiderate and leſs religi- 
ous Perſon, of the Interpoſition of Heaven in 
an important Revolution, where a Kingdom 
had been loſt by Raſhneſs and was propoſed 
to be recovered by Force. Return Every Man 
* 2 Sam. 16. 19. / 
to 
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to this Horſes. for the Thing is from me, ſaid 
God by his Prophet.“ The immediate and 
natural Cauſes of this ſudden Rupture were 
viſible to All. The ſecret Direction of it by 
an over-ruling Providence was not known, or 
at leaſt not thought of, till revealed. In both 
Caſes the Errors and Faults of the reſpective 
Sufferers were puniſhed by very obvious Ef- 
fects, and whilſt Men were fer in their Mo- 
tions and acted by their own Counſels, They 
were Inſtruments in the Hands of the ſu- 
preme Director of all Things, to fulfil his. 
This is ſtrictly and properly the Notion of a 
Governing Providence, and indeed is implied 
in the very Nature of all Government; the 
End of which is to direct, to command in 
Chief, not to tranſact all Things immediately 
by the ſupreme Perſon Himſelf. No ſingle 
Perſon could fill univerſal Offices, but is faid 
to do Himſelf whatever He does by his de- 
puted Officers. Thus God is ſaid to raiſe up 
Friends or Adverſaries to Men, by employing 
them who in themſelves were diſpoſed to be 
ſuch, to benefit or to afflict thoſe whom He 
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We ſee ſomewhat of this Kind of Govern- 
ment in Human Policy on Earth. Wiſe 
Stateſmen who can diſcern the Sincerity of 
*real, or the Artifices of pretended Friends, or 
the deep Machinations of profeſſed Enemies, 
will contrive to convert them all to the Bene- 
fit of Themſelves and the People They pro- 
tect, without interfering with the Free-Will 
of Either, or altering the natural Courſe of 
Things. Under the Sagacity and Integrity of 
ſuch an Adminiſtration the Subjects enjoy great 
NQuietneſs, and very worthy Deeds are done un- 
to a Nation by the Providence of ſuch Magiſ- 
trates; and We cannot ſay that They are not 
cuncerned in the Events, becauſe They do not 
every Thing with their own Hands; becauſe 
Others uſe their own: Liberty, 1 4 _—_— 
. have their proper Effects. 
In like Manner in lower a: Private 
Perſons of Underſtanding and Induſtry, who 
can find out the Deſigns of Others, whether 
intended for their Advancement or Prejudice, 
will take Care, and often ſucceed in that Care, 
to improve the One and defeat the Otheri In 
this Caſe. We cannot ſay that They do All or 
do Nothing in the Diſpoſition of Events, ba- 
cauſe the free Actions of Others are the 
be vena by which They riſe or fall. And thus 
the 


[ 6 } 

the all- wiſe Providence: of Gd works byjIn- 
ſtruments, makes Uſe of the good Intentions 
of our Friends to do Us Service, or of the 
evil Devices of our Adverſaries, to bring Trials 
or Corrections upon Us, when He could, 
through Favour or Wrath, give another Turn 
to Either, as He ſometimes does by the ſame 
Providence for different Ends. 
Whether We can account, or not, for the 
Manner in which the all-wiſe God directs and 
governs his Creatures, no more affects the 
Certainty of the Doctrine, than in the Caſe 
of a Mans Succeſs it will deſtroy the Truth 
of à real Fact, that We know not 4% what 
Means He accompliſhed his Purpoſe. If We 
aſſign Methods in which Providence may di- 
rect and govern the publick and private Affairs 
of the World, without interfering with the 
Laws of Moral Agency, or of paſſive Matter, 
We do more than can ſtrictly be required of 
Us in this Argument. It is of Uſe rather to 
ſilence Gainſayers and obviate Objections, than 
to confirm Believers and demonſtrate: the Fact. 
Norty to Thoſe with whom the Authority 
of Scripture will carry no Weight, We may 


obſerve that the Miniiry of Angeli there ſpo- 


ken of, may, for any Thing that can be 
* to the contrary, be the Method by 
=. which 
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which Much of the Government of this lower 
World may be carried on. God may work by 
znvifible Spirits, whoſe; Nature it. may as much 
be to act in theſe Offices, and to give a Turn 
to the Actions of Others, as it is Ours to uſe 
Endeavours, and to be inſtrumental to our 
own Welfare. Now the Acknowledgment, of 

ſuch ſpiritual Beings prevailed univerſally in 
the Heathen World, whether from Reaſon or 
traditional Revelation, Let Thoſe account. for, 
who ſeem now to think it ill founded. Nay 
their Exiſtence is even now. acknowleged by 
the Oppoſers of Revelation, when They do 
not perceive that a religious Uſe can be made 
of it, and when the Dignity of Man is, for 
other Reaſons, to be underyalued. Then the 
Scale of the Creation is talked of; Me are re- 
preſented as the lag of all intelligent Crea- 
tures, and Beings are ſuppoſed riſing in Gra- 
dation as far above Us, as We are above the 
Meaneſt of Thoſe which have any Degree of 
Life. Be it ſo. Why then may not theſe ſu- 
perior Beings be made Uſe of in our Govern- 
ment and Protection, as We often are in the 
Preſervation and Support of thoſe below Us? 
The Analogy of Nature ſuggeſts it, and chere 
is no Appearance from * of any Cone 
diction to it. | l 


* | | The 
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The Application of this Doctrine of a Par 
ticular Providence is the remaining Part of A 
Diſcourſe upon this Subject. It is certainly, 
if a Truth, a Truth of the greateſt Impor- 
tance in the World, which deſerves our At- 
tention, our Gratitude and Obedience.' 

Our Attention is required in the firſt Place. 
If God inſpects and protects Every One of Us, 
if Every Bleſſing that We enjoy, in whatever 
Manner derived to Us, be owing to his Pro- 
vidence, if it be He that ſupplies our Neceſſi- 
ties, then We ought in all our Ways to ac- 
knowledge Him, that He may direct our Paths.* 
In our Endeavours for Others We ſhould ſay 
with the King of Hrael, If the Lord do not 


| beth thee, whence ſhall © help thee? + and in 


our Proſpects and Deſigns, ſhould remember 
with St. James, that We ought to jay, if the 
Lord will, We fhall live and do this or that. 7 
Our Dependence on the Deity ſhould be b 
cerely intended and frequently expreſſed, leſt 
We fall under that Divine Malediction utter- 
ed by the Prophet Feremiab, Thus faith the 
Tord, Carſed be the Man that trufteth in Man, 
and maketh Fleſh his Arm, and whoſe" Hl 

N . pony _ Lord. **. "hy how fre- 
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„ 
quently are this Guilt and this Curſe incurred? 
How numberleſs are the Mercies We receive, 
without raiſing our Hearts to Him that ſent 
them on Us? How often are We enjoying 
the comfortable Fruits of Divine Bounty, with- 
out thinking of the Cauſe? or imagine We 
do well, if We think of the immediate Cauſe, 
though We go no higher than thoſe inſtru- 
mental Authors of our Benefits. Let Us now 
at leaſt correct our Error, and recolle& in how 
many Inſtances a gracious Providence has fa- 
voured Us in our Paſſage through Life. Let 
Us guard with all imaginable Care againſt rea/ 
Superſtition, but let Us not be aſhamed of real 
Religion, leſt artful Deceivers ſhould charge 
Us with the other Imputation. What unforeſeen 
Benefits have been conferred upon Us ? What 
unexpected Deliverances wrought for Us from 
imminent Dangers? How many ſuch Mer- 
cies do now upon this Recollection, occur to 
Us, which, perhaps, for Want of it We ſcarce 
ever took Notice of before ? Has not every 
real Neceflity been relieved in whatever Sta- 
tion of. Life We are placed ? and have not 
many Comforts, in Proportion to our Station, 
been added to it? If Theſe are. not the Ef- 
fects of Fate or Fortune, but the Gifts of a 
wiſe Diſpoſer of all Events, ought They to 

TO oi 


os 

paſs thus FO 4.0 We nn on 
our Hos, only, - which perhaps are maginary, 
real, are overballanced by ner 

2 Wok, or may be made*rnſtrumental to 
much in this World, or certainly will be 755 
tampericed by greater in the next. The mote 
We book into ach Particulars in a religious 
Light, the more We ſhall ſee and feel of the 
Advantages, of the Lot conferred upon Us, 
and ſhall be both better and happier for the 


Enquiries that We make into the Number = 


and Degree of the Mercies beſtowed upon Us 
by a particular Providence. | _ 
. thus ſecured, our Gratitude is hi 
next Leſſon to be learned from this Belief. 
This i is almoſt unavoidable, whilſt We remain 
| under a warm Senſe of this, that Every Com 
fott We enjoy is the Gift of a gracious Power 
preſiding. over us. We ought not to receive 
the Supply of our daily Wants, the Refreſh- 
ments and neceſſary Supports of Life, with- 
out raiſing our Hearts to the great Giver of 
them, and there is not a more rational Act of 
Piety, however grown into Diſuſe, than that 
of acknowledging the Bounty of Heayen, when 
We are: partaking of it in recruiting the De- 
cays of Nature. T will fing of the Lord be- 
tall e th hath dealt r fo 155 with'n me, yeu, I 
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will praiſe the Name of the Lord moſt Higheſt. 
is the natural as well as inſpired Language of 
One that is ſeriouſly convinced that He is 
daily preſerved and protected by the Author 
of his Being. The P/a/m:i/is Hymn of Thankſ- 
giving elſewhere is ſuited to the Caſe, will 
awaken the Attention and expreſs the Senti- 
ment of every religious Heart. Praiſe the 
Tord, O my Soul, and all that is within me, 
Praiſe his holy Name. Praiſe the Lord, O my 
Soul, and forget not all his Benefits : Who for- 
grveth all thy Sin and healeth all thine Infirmi- 
ties; Who ſaveth thy Life from Deſtrufion 
and crowneth thee with Mercy and Loving- 
Kindneſs. + If We believe that God doth fo 
humble Himſelf as to behold and direct the 
Things that are done in Heaven and in Earth, 
ſuch Condeſcenſion on the Divine Part ſhould. 
be Matter of Glory and Praiſe on Ours; and 
This Part of our Duty is its own Reward, 
will increaſe the Number and the Reliſh of 
the Bleſſings conferred on us, will give us an 
humble, yet not leſs pleaſing Senſe of our de- 
rivative Importance, will - make Us great in 
the Greatneſs of our Protector, and teach us 
to ſet a due Value upon our own” Dignity, 
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through / the Value and Regard which our 
Creator has ue and continues to ſhew to 
Us. 

Laſuy, The Belief of a dale Provi- 
dence ſhould teach Us Obedience to that ſuper- 
intending Power which We acknowledge. It 
ſhould enforce an abſolute Reſignation to the 
Inflictions and an uniform Compliance with the 
Laws of the Divine Diſpenſations. If Every 
Thing We do, and Every Thing We ſuffer, 
be under the Inſpection and Direction of a 
wiſe and gracious God, with what ſtudious 
Care ſhould We perform the Will, and with 
what dutiful Patience ſubmit to the Correction 
of ſo merciful a Benefactor? If He will ſup- 
ply all our Neceſſities, then We ſhould caf 
all our Care on Him that thus careth for Us. 
and if He ſees all our Steps, and marks our 
Goings, then We ſhould be zealous to ap- 
prove Ourſelves to Him, on whom all our pre- 
ſent Comforts and future Hopes depend. In 
Diſtreſs of Circumſtances This will be our 
Support; in Trials of our Integrity This our 
Preſervative; In all Dangers and Difficulties 
of every Kind This our only Refuge and Con- 
ſolation. When by a Dedication of our whole 


S 
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Hearts and Lives to his Service, We have 
made our ſupreme Benefactor our ſure Friend, 
then may We ſay with the P/a/mift, God is 
our Hope and Strength, a very preſent Help in 
Trouble, therefore will We not fear, though 
tbe Earth be moved, and though the Hills be 
carried into the Midſt of the Seas; Though the 
Waters tbereg rage and. ſwell ; though. the 
Mauntains ſhake. at the Tempeſt of the ſame. 
The Truth We have been proving, — 
ed in Practice as well as in Speculation, 

Comfort of our Lives and the very — 
Exiſtence. The Lord is King, the Earth may 
be glad thereof, yea, the Multitude of the Her 
may be glad thereof. + Every Creature that 
is capable of Joy, may rejoice, that He is not 
thought unworthy of the Care and Protection 
of his Maker, and that whilſt by Obedience 
He retains that Friendſhip, no other Creature 
can hurt Him ; not at all without Permiſſion, 
nor ſhall have Permiſſion to offer any Hurt 
but ſuch as may finally be turned to the Good 
of the Sufferer. Let all our ſpeculative Re- 
flections then end in the Confirmation of our 
Piety and Virtue, that our Actions may be 
ſuch as the Univerſal Inſpector may view with 
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Approbation, and our  Sufferings no other 
than are conſiſtent with a Deſign of Mercy 
towards Us, and. the Security of our final Fe- 
licity. Let our whole Behaviour be ſuch as 
becomes thoſe who believe that it is viewed 
at preſent and will be reviewed hereafter, to 
our eternal Shame or Glory by the Lord who 

looketh from Heaven, who beholdeth all the 
Sons of Men. From the Place of his Habita- 
tion He looketh upon all the Inhabitants of the 
Earth. He faſhioneth their Hearts alike; He 
confidereth all their Works. 9 
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